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Grace Presbyterian Church      June 7, 2020 

“How do we get along?”          Trinity Sunday/Holy Communion 

 

Psalm 34 (assorted verses) 

 

My soul will boast in the Lord, 

Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

 

I sought the Lord and He answered me. 

 He delivered me from all my fears. 

 

Those who look to Him are radiant; 

 Their faces are never covered with shame. 

 

This poor man called and the Lord heard him; 

 He saved him out of all his troubles. 

 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him 

 And He delivers them. 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 Blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him. 

 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

 And His ears are attentive to their cry. 

 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 

 He delivers them from all their troubles. 

 

The Lord is close to the broken hearted 

 And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

 

The Lord redeems His servants 

 No one will be condemned who takes refuge in Him. 

 

Romans 12: 14-18 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 

those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; June 7, 2020 

 

2 

one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 

position. Do not be conceited.  

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes 

of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 

 

I have been led to the above Scriptures, as I have been trying to process what 

we have seen on the news daily. I found this Psalm and the Romans passage 

to be comforting in this time of race rioting in the United States. I know 

there have been some demonstrations in Canada, and some interviews, but 

not in the tens of thousands, nor the widespread violence and looting, nor the 

multi-racial peaceful demonstrations across most states and cities.  

 

I don’t know the whole story about George Floyd, the black man murdered 

in Minnesota by the police officer. I read some articles and watched CBS 

Face the Nation interview with the family lawyer on June 1 indicating that 

Mr. Floyd and Mr. Chauvin, the former police officer, had known each other 

for 17 years. And if this was something personal between them rather than 

racial, that would change so much of the story. But it does not change the 

fact that a police officer put his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for over eight 

minutes, until he lost consciousness and then died. That is deeply wrong in 

itself, and replays a history of abuse and murdering black people and those 

of other races. The video of that murder has gone viral, thus producing 

another pandemic on top of the Covid pandemic we are currently 

experiencing. On top of this, I heard on Wednesday from the pastors’ 

meeting I attend that some children here in Orleans have been putting their 

knees on the necks of other children. How can parents address this 

appropriately? The Scriptures above may help. 

 

I am reflecting on loving my own multi-racial family. My physical family 

includes my younger daughter born in Saskatchewan and my son in law born 

in Kenya, and my grandson who is biracial. And Stacy is pregnant with a 

daughter now. I am also reflecting on my church family that is multi-racial. I 

note that we are still inviting our “African born” members and adherents at 

Grace Church to gather together on June 14, and I trust that is good and will 
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be helpful to all concerned. I haven’t mentioned our multi-racial city, 

province, country and continent. But there it is. 

 

How do we get along? This is the big question in the States. This is the big 

question here. This is a topic that some might say that because of my 

privilege, gender, age and standing I should not address. But it is in front of 

us all. 

 

The simple answer comes at Pentecost with fifteen racial and linguistic 

groups being identified as included in the Gospel call. And this Sunday’s 

reading from Matthew 28, which we often call the Great Commission, says 

to “go and make disciples of all nations…” makes it clear that the Gospel is 

for all races, all cultures, all linguistic groups. We know this. But this week 

we also know it takes effort to understand others’ experience of the world, 

and that there has been less safety for many based on the colour of their skin 

and other factors. 

 

God cares for us in the midst of all that we go through in this life. Some of 

us go through horrific abuse. Many of us have been bullied or beat up with 

fists or words. We all have heard cruel things said to us. These things 

happen to us regardless of our racial or cultural or economic background. 

 

In the midst of all we hear, the things we understand, and the things that we 

don’t understand, because we have not walked in others’ shoes. Yet we all 

travel together to the Scriptures, and to the Psalms and hear again: “Let the 

afflicted hear and rejoice.” 

 

“The Lord is close to the broken hearted. The Lord saves those who are 

crushed in spirit.” I feel like one of those, but know there are many others 

who have experienced much worse than I have. How is the Lord meeting 

you in the midst of all this? Do you allow yourself the freedom to feel the 

pain and outrage that comes across in the news? How does it affect you? 

 

May I suggest, that in all these matters, we take the cries of our hearts and 

the hearts of strangers we hear on TV and the computer and the radio, and 

we gather them before the Lord. We stretch them out before God as 

Hezekiah did in 2 Kings 19:14ff, saying, “O Lord, the God of Israel, 

enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the 

kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O 

LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of 
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________ …” the news that we see night after night, day after day. The 

Enemy of our souls wants to destroy us and our lands. “So now, O LORD 

our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 

may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” (2 Kings 19: 14-19)   Now I 

know this passage of Scripture references the attack against Jerusalem, and 

the Assyrians had far greater power than Judah. But what I am suggesting is 

that each of us as leaders and members and adherents in the Church, might 

simply spread out what we hear on the news, and ask for mercy for the 

nations, not because we deserve it, but because we want to live in harmony 

with one another racially. We believe the Gospel is for all. We believe the 

Lord loves us all, regardless of racial background, cultural background, 

linguistic background, economic status, men and women, boys and girls. 

 

What we do with our anger and reactions is a significant part of who we are. 

Asking forgiveness where we have done wrong is part of this. Forgiving 

others where we have been wronged is a part of this. There are many acts of 

reconciliation between the races, and the police versus the people that we 

have seen. It is important to be thankful for the small steps and vignettes of 

caring for one another, and not focus alone on the large amounts of property 

damage, looting and the like. 

 

In the end, we believe that true reconciliation can only happen in Jesus. He 

knows us, better than we know ourselves. He loves us, better than we love 

one another and ourselves. 

 

Let us continue to lead and be led to the Cross, and the servant leadership of 

our Master. Let us remember this, as we come to His table, remembering 

that He gave Himself to forgive us our sins, that regularly hurt us, divide us, 

and does violence to others. In our sin, we make wrong choices, but Jesus 

overcomes our sins as we turn to Him. Let us come with forgiveness, 

received and given. Let us come to Him who knows, and wants us to know 

Him better. 

 

Let us turn to Him now. 

 

 


